PEARLS IN A SEA OF SILK AND VELVET

Conservation of Textiles from the Treasury of the Cathedral of St. Lawrence in Trogir

Successful cooperation between the Depart-
ment for Textiles, Paper and Leather (Croatian
Conservation Institute), Conservation Depart-
ment in Trogir (Ministry of Culture of the Repub-
lic of Croatia), and the Parish of St. Lawrence to
protect and restore valuable historical textiles
from the Trogir Cathedral began in 2009.

Even though only a smaller number of liturgical
vestments is stored in the treasury of Trogir
Cathedral of St. Lawrence, they are invaluable
because of their skilful craftsmanship, richness
of material and layered meaning. Few ecclesi-
astical treasuries can claim to possess legacies
of rulers dating back to the 13" century, and a
series of documents that the bishops of Trogir,
such as Nikola Kazoti¢, Toma Praut Tomasini or
Ivan Andreis, used to bequeath their valuables
to the cathedral. Riches from the treasury were
recorded as early as 1517, and in 1667, a list
of liturgical vestments was made for the first
time. Historical and art analysis of the liturgical
inventory from the Trogir Cathedral indicates
a consistent integration of all pieces of church
furniture, vestments and vessels in the service of
celebrating the patron saints of Trogir. Research
of liturgical textiles included in the conservation
has confirmed the same pattern. New knowledge
about the technology of fabric and thread making
can now be added to the interpretation of the
aesthetic reach of characters embroidered with
precious materials on dalmatics, cloaks, chasu-
bles or hoods, as well as the discovery of who
commissioned or donated them, or the workshop
where they were made.

The protection and conservation of artwork
from the treasury began with the most prom-
inent item: cope hood with the depiction of
St. Martin and beggar from the 16™ century,

decorated with silk and gold thread, pearls,
tassels and semi-precious stones. The work was
preceded by scientific research and material
analysis. The removal of impurities was followed
by a very demanding phase of fixing the weak-
ened strands of embroidery, pearls and tassels.
At the same time, a system for exhibiting and
storing the item was devised.

From 2013 to 2018, the staff of the Croatian
Conservation Institute completed the conser-
vation on several items - the 16th-century red
velvet cope with a band decorated with saints
under three domes embroidered with silk and
gold thread, a church flag made out of red
velvet with a central cross with embroidered
figures of saints and coats of arms from the 14™
to 16™ century, two red velvet dalmatics with
characteristic square cartouches with embroi-
dered saints, and Bishop Ivan Andreis’ liturgical
set from the 17" century. The work on the
18th-century liturgical set began in 2018, and
the collaboration will continue on the remaining
16th-century liturgical sets.

Expert team supervisor Zeljka Mlinarié Galler’s
(Department for Textiles, Paper and Leather of
the Croatian Conservation Institute) nomination
for the Vicko Andric Award in 2018 is the best
confirmation of the value of the work funded
by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of
Croatia. This nomination is a pledge to the safe
future of the treasury’s holdings of exceptional
national importance.

Conservation, that has been continuously carried
out on this invaluable collection, forms the nucle-
us of future research and expanding knowledge,
not only about liturgical vestments and their use,
but also about everyday life and perception of the
world and faith through centuries.
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Konzervirani i restaurirani tekstilni predmeti iz riznice trogirske katedrale sv. Lore

ViSegodiSnja uspjeSna suradnja Odjela za
tekstil, papir i kozu Hrvatskog restauratorskog
zavoda, Konzervatorskog odjela Trogir Mini-
starstva kulture RH i Zupe sv. Lovre podela je
2009. godine s ciljem obnove i zaStite vrijed-
nog povijesnog tekstila trogirske katedrale.

Liturgijsko ruho pohranjeno u riznici trogirske
katedrale sv. Lovre neveliko je brojem, no
zbog vrsnode izrade, bogatstva materijala te
slojevitog znagenja neprocjenjiva je cjelina.
Malo se koja crkvena riznica moZe podigiti
legatima vladara koji sezu u 13. stoljece, a
nastavljaju se nizom dokumenata kojima su
trogirski biskupi poput Nikole Kazoti¢a, Tome
Prauta Tomasinija ili lvana Andreisa oporu¢no
darivali svoje vrijednosti katedrali. Jo§ 1517.
godine popisano je blago koje se nalazilo u
riznici, a 1667. godine prvi put je popisano is-
kljugivo liturgijsko ruho. Povijesno-umjetnicka
analiza liturgijskog inventara trogirske kate-
drale upucuje na dosljedno povezivanje svih
dijelova crkvenog namjestaja, ruha i posuda
u sluzbi slavljenja trogirskih zaStitnika. Isti
obrazac potvrdila su i istraZivanja liturgijskog
tekstila koji je bio obuhvacen dosadaSnjim
konzervatorsko-restauratorskim radovima.
Tumacenju estetskih dosega likovnih prikaza
izvedenih dragocjenim materijalima na dal-
matikama, plastu, misnici ili kukuljici, kao
i otkrivanju njihovih narucitelja i donatora
ili radionica u kojima su izvedeni, mogu se
sada dodati i spoznaje o tehnologiji izrade
tkanina i niti.

Obnova i zaStita umjetnina iz riznice pocela je
izvodenjem konzervatorsko-restauratorskih
radova na najistaknutijem predmetu: kukuljici
pluvijala s prikazom sv. Martina i prosjaka iz
16. stolje¢a, ukraSenoj svilovezom i zlato-

vezom te biserima, titrankama i poludragim
kamenjem. Radovima su prethodila prirodo-
znanstvena istrazivanja i analize materijala.
Nakon uklanjanja necistoca uslijedila je vrlo
zahtjevna faza pricvrSéivanja oslabljenih niti
veza, bisera i titranki, a osmisljen je i sustav
za izlaganje i pohranu.

0Od 2013. do 2018. godine djelatnici Hrvat-
skog restauratorskog zavoda izveli su cjelovite
konzervatorsko-restauratorske radove na
pluvijalu od crvenog barSuna iz 16. stoljeé¢a s
bortom ukraSenom prikazima svetaca podno
triju kupola u svilovezu i zlatovezu, crkvenoj
zastavi od crvenog barSuna sa srediSnjim
krizem s izvezenim likovima svetaca i grbovi-
ma iz razdoblja od 14. do 16. stoljeéa, dvije
dalmatike od crvenog barSuna iz 16. stoljeca
s karakteristi€nim kvadratnim kartuSama s
izvezenim prikazima svetaca te liturgijskom
kompletu trogirskog biskupa Ivana Andreisa iz
17. stoljeéa. U 2018. godini poceli su radovi
na liturgijskom kompletu iz 18. stoljeca, a
suradnja ée se nastaviti i iduéih godina na pre-
ostalim liturgijskim kompletima iz 16. stoljeca.

O vrsnodi tih radova, financiranih sredstvima
Ministarstva kulture RH, najbolje govori no-
minacija voditeljice radne skupine Zeljke Mli-
nari¢ Galler (Odjel za tekstil, papir i koZu Hr-
vatskog restauratorskog zavoda) za Nagradu
Vicko Andri¢ u 2018. godini. Ta je nominacija
zalog sigurne buducnosti fundusa ove riznice
od iznimne nacionalne vaznosti.

Konzervatorsko-restauratorski radovi koji se
kontinuirano provode na toj neprocjenjivoj
zbirci ¢ine nukleus bududih istraZivanja i dose-
zanja novih spoznaja, ne samo o liturgijskom
ruhu i njegovoj uporabi nego i o nacinu Ziv-
lienja i poimanja svijeta i vjere kroz stoljeca.






