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PERISTYLE CONSERVATION-RESTORATION
WORKS

The centre and the grandest part of Diocle-
tian’s Palace, the Peristyle, long ago became
the heart of the city that it had engendered.
At the beginning of the third millennium, af-
ter seventeen centuries of rebuilding and
remodelling, of enrichment with new styles
and important contents of both religious and
secular natures, as well as after extensive
damage and lasting deterioration, the time
had come for renovation, to restore the glory
and dignity to this extremely important archi-
tectural assemblage, the pride and symbol of
Split. At the initiative of the Agency for the
Old City Core of the Split Municipal Authority,
in 2003 the Croatian Conservation Institute
started its conservation-restoration works on
the Peristyle.

The Peristyle, as we understand it today, is a
complex architectural unitthat consists of the
buildings around the square, the arches on
the entry into the porticoes of Antiquity that
originally stretched along the Decumanus,
and, in the immediate vicinity, the forecourt
of the cathedral, once the imperial mausole-
um with the periptery. On the north east side
this unit is rounded off by the Chapel of St
Roche and on the north west by the Grisogo-
no Palace elevation, which was thoroughly
renovated several years ago. Because of the
very large scope of the zone, then, the Peri-
style conservation-restoration works project
was divided into several phases, each one of
them corresponding to a single spatial seg-
ment: the Chapel of St Roche, with the arch
of the Antique portico along the Decumanus;
the northern and southern parts of the east-
ern colonnade; the Protiron with the passage
off to the Vestibule; the southern part of the
western colonnade with the facade of the
SkocCibucic-Lukaris Palace; the northern part
of the western colonnade with the elevation
of the Grisogono-Cipci Palace; and the re-
mains of the Antique portico on the ground
floor of the Grisogono Palace.

The conservation-restoration works started
on the northern part of the eastern colon-
nade. During the execution of works on this
phase, a methodology was worked out and
would be applied to the remainder of the
complex. A particular importance accrues
to the project because a new and scientific
approach has been adopted to restoration
and conservation, replacing the traditional
craftsmanly approach.




